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hermit.    You must stay as his pupil for three years.    Be diligent in

your studies, my beloved son.

DAYWA.  We must hasten to the hermit, my master of the orchestra.

When the dead body of the Buddha was being burnt on the funeral

pyre, the gods played their music that was heard in all corners of the

universe.   Can you imitate that music of the gods ?

[The orchestra plays, and when it stops, they have arrived at
that part of the forest where the hermit lives. Greetings exchang-
ed between the visitors and the hermit. The OGRESS requests the
HERMIT to take the prince as his pupil. The HERMIT agrees.
Exeunt. In outline only.]

SCENE 7

A  FOREST   GARDEN,   NEAR   THIYIZAYYA   CITY

Enter tzco PRINCESSES.   They are the daughters of the king, and
have come  to gather flowers and play  among  the roses and
jasmines.    They talk to each other.    In outline.
Enter HERMIT flying.

HERMIT. I the flying hermit am on my daily round of begging. Ah,
that elder princess is pretty. The sight of her handsome and desir-
able form makes my heart beat quickly, makes me breathe heavily.
I feel dizzy, I feel like an elephant that rages for want of a mate, I
feel sick with desire for her body. Oh, oh, I cannot control myself,
I am going mad. I have never seen such a beautiful sight before. I
feel like a Brahmin, as mad as a Brahmin.1 Oh, oh, what ails my body,
what ails it? I am falling, falling, falling. (The orchestra plays and he
Jails down on the floor.)z Ah, I have lost my supernatural power, for
the purity of my mind was tainted with desire. But I was unable to
control my body, this body of mine full of worms, this body of rotting
flesh, I could not control my body as her body is so smooth and
handsome and lovely. Well, well, she is worthy to be the bride of my
royal pupil. I will join them in marriage and in love, and their minds
should become one in happiness.

1 As has been stated in connexion with Zuzaka, the villain of U Pon Nya's
Wayihandaya^ the Brahmin was hated by the people, but tolerated because of
his knowledge of astrology. Attacks on him, as this 'as mad as a Brahmin*
of U Kyin U's, were frequent on the Burmese stage.

* A hermit attains supernatural powers by purifying his mind through long
meditation. When he loses these powers through his mind becoming impure,
Jhe loses them not suddenly but gradually so that our hermit falls gradually to
the ground.